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until he flung himself round testily on the unknown hussar,
desiring to know what I wanted of him? Why ever was
I riding behind him like that ? I was enough to make his
horse shy ! 1 held up the blue envelope, and in my embarrass-
ment said loudly: - "An order in council from the Emperor,
Colonel/' At that he reined in his horse so sharply that he
lost his stirrups and shot sitting on to the animal's neck. In
this scarcely military attitude, and from between his horse's
ears, he accepted the order for Ms promotion. Still testy,
he asked me again who I was ? In a severely military
manner 1 answered: " Orderly officer to the General Officer
Commanding, Prince William of Prussia, whose grandson I am,
from whom I have the honour to bring this order in council/'
The General was struck speechless. Before he had time to
collect himself I was up and away.

After the manoeuvres I received an order in council from the
Emperor commissioning me to the command of the 1st
Battalion, 1st Foot Guards Brigade.

On 20th October, 1883, 1 entered on my command.

At the same time my father was commanded to return the
visit of the King of Spain, who had been present at the Imperial
manoeuvres at Homburg. My father had already, unknown
to me, expressed a desire to the Emperor that I should
accompany him. What words can express my consternation
when my grandfather seized the next opportunity to express
his displeasure that I, " immediately after entering upon so
Important a command, should wish to go on a pleasure-trip to
Spain/' I immediately Informed my father, requesting him
to release me from participation in the journey. I thereby
drew Ms displeasure upon myself; but I considered it my
duty to renounce the beauties of Spain for the barrack-yard
and the exercise-ground.

In the winter of 1883-84 Colonel von Lindequist, Colonel
Commanding the Regiment, requested me to deliver a lecture
upon a subject taken from ancient military history. From my
brother Waldemar's former governor, Dr. Hans Deibriick